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SIRS, 
Queft. 1. 


Have been troubled with a violent racking 
pain in the Pit of my Stornach, which re- 
turns like the Fits fometinacs of a Tertian, 
other times of a Duartan Ague, at 2 precife bour, It conti- 
nues [ometimes 3, jometimes 4, and rarely 10 of 12 hours 
sogether. Bating 4 Fermentation in the part affected, U am 
neither hotter nov colder than at otler times: Nor is there 
eisber by Palle, Urine, or otherwile, any Indication of Il 
nejs either before, in, or after the Fit: but I am in good and 
even Temper, I have a good Appetite, and digeft well, and 
fleep well, till the Fit takes me, (as ufually it does) about 2 
in the morning, when I am forced immedtately to rije, and 
wale up and down, ( for I can't fit nor lye down ) ‘tili ‘sis 
ever. All the {pace where the pain lies may be covered with 
the palm of ones hand: In the Summer the skin without looks 
brown and tawny, ‘tis difcoloured, and not fo fenfible as other 
parts, but ‘tis not {o in Winter ; (Inever bad the Gout, 
nor do I eat Suppers ) Tearne/tly do defire your Opinion as to 
the Caufe of this Diffemper, and as to the Name and Thing ? 
And withall whether there is any good Grounds to hope for a 
Cure; ( the Diftemger having notwithflanding Advice and 
Means ufed, been off andonnear 3 years ) and if there is, 
by what Rezimen and General Means ? 

An(w. There may have been fuch a Cafe, but not 
an Auythor that we meet with has left fo much as the 
lealt tootftep of it. It is work for a whole Colledge 
of Phyficians to affign the precile Reafon ; however, in 
Order to difcover it, if poMfible, fince our Paper {preads 
thié all England, we defire all able Phyficians, Surge- 
ons,and other perfoas that delight in that practice,to give 
tsa parallel Cafe if they can, and if cur’d or not ; what 
has been apply'd in order thereto, and what has been 
the fucce($ ; or of any other unufual diftemper in gene- 
ral, fince it may be of great ufe to the Publick, the fer- 
vice df which is the chief defign of this Paper. 

Queft. 2. I know an Emperick in the Country who ftops 
bleeding atthe Nofe, and ftanches all manner of Hamoraghes, 
when all other mans fail, only by faying over thele following 
words, (either prefent with the Patient, or within {ome miles 


Astle “2 
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Inthe Blood of Adm Sin was taken, 
In the Blood of Chrift ic was all to fhaken, 
And by the fame Blood Ido thee charge, 
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*bHere the par- 
ty Is named 
both by Chri- 


Te words you are lef: free to conceal or publifh,accdrding to your 
Refolution of the Calo: Pray ceive us your Opinion of the law- 
fulnels of tt, and tow “tis effected 5 that it has been done fre- 
guerily, Lam afjured 48 matier of Fad ? 

Anjw. The preceding Cafe may be Natural,’ but 
this is Not, however this 1s much more unaccountable. 
Qur Saviour tells us ina certain place, that many fhall 
come unto m? gn that day, and fay unto me, Lord, Lord, 
have we not propbefed in thy Name, and in thy Name caft 
out Devils, and dose niang wondrous works ? But I will fay 
unto them, Depart from me ye workers of Iniquity ; whence 
(as alfo trom another place that {peaks of it as matter 
of faét) cis inconteftably true, that as fome good men 
by atrue Faith in Jefus Chrift can do Miracles; fo in 
fome il} men theres a Faith {trong enough to do the 
fame; of this number we reckon all thole wicked ridi- 
culous things call’d Charms tor Tooth-ach, Agues, Thefts, 
epc. we doibt not bue fome perfons may ufe fuch 
things (as the Gentleman mentioned in the Queftion ) 
out of no il} delign, and becaufe they think there can 
be no wickedneis in it; but we are very certain that 
fuch perions nave an officious Devil attending ‘em, 
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and in their firft Tryals lends his affiftance, and brings 
the thing to pats by Natural means, till a vain unac: 
countable Faith is fo ftrong as to perfeét fuch thing: 
without his immediate afiftance. Thofe know but litlé 
that are not fatisfy’d that the Devil is more skillful in 
Nature than any Phyfician whatever ; how eafie can he 
convey prepar'd Spirits of Vegetables, or other methods; 
when the Parry ts afleep, or confound a perforis Sene. 
fes fo as to make him paffive enough for any recepti- 
on in a Friends fhape, ¢°c. for God often permits fuch 
things ; and if fo, ‘tis plain he can cure thé Tooth-ach, 
ftop Blood, or any other Natural Remedy. In exami- 
ning the Lives of Negromancers, and fuch as have given 
up themfelves to the Devil, we find they began with 
fuch imall things as thefe, ’ci!! hardened in their unac- 
countable Follies, they proceeded higher. If there's 
fuch Companions, and fo much danger in thefe things, 
we need not add, that a very particular Repentance is 
neceffary to all fuch as are guilty of them, or any wa 
concerned inthem. Under this Head may come fuck 
as make tryals tor Sweethearts, turn the Key and Bible for 
Thieves, enquire into future Events: In fhort, all chae 
great pack of Fools or Knaves in this Town, and elft- 
where, that pretend by Judicial Aftrology to refolve 
Cales of Marriage, Death, Travelling, Riches, Poverty, 
Sc. and can’t tell at the fame time any little Accident 
whatever that will befall themfelves. 

There are two more Queftions fent by the fame 
hand, which fhall be anfwered very fhortly,. as to 
the laft about the Whole Duty of Mun, ‘cis done al- 
ready. 

Queft. 3. In Mr. Baxter’s Difcourfe about Witches, be 
tells of a Dogthat appear toa Minin the fhape of a Flea: 
Now his Reputation in the World is {uch, that I am rather 
con{cious of my own mifunderftanding than his mijreciting the 
Story, and you vzving advanced fomething on this Subjedt, 
I defire your Information upon this paffage: My Stupidnels 
will caufe you more trouble, if this be anfwer'd to my mind, 
if not, I muft feek elfewhere. yj 


body for fear ; when your refuge has laught at you, jt 
may teach you more Modefty, and when you have learne 
that, you fhall have our An{wer, 


Queft. 4. Gentlemen, I had once contraéted a Friendfhip 
of the ftritte(t kind, and highe/t degree with a Young Lady, 
who is ( without Flattery) one of the Nobleft of ber Sex: 
Our Paffions, Fortunes, and every thing elfe were equal, that 
we feem’d defign'd for each other 3 yet if there is {uch a thing 
as Platonick Love, that was all that poffefs’d our Souls, at 
leaft that we knew, and when all elfe concluded us Lovers 
( in the firicteft fence) we only term’d our felves Friends, and 
were fo far from Love, that we ridicul’d any thing tending 
thereto: But my occafions callinz mesoSpain, ( where I con~ 
tinued about 4 twelvemonth ) we were fore d to part, tho’ with 
grief to both ; during my abfence I was pofjs|s'd with a Srange 
hind of Pafion, which I knew not what so make of: Her 
Idea ws always with me, and thd we convinued 4 correfpon~ 
dence by Letters, nothing could fatisfie me till my returns as 
loon as I {aw her, I threw my {elf imo her Arms, and expre{s'd 
the highelt paffion E was capable of ; foe furpriz’d at-my beba- 
viour was filent for a while, but then receivd me with a figh, 
and told me her Parents had promisd her #0 another Perjon, 
and that thd fhe lov'd me, yet thinking I was. not (ubject to the 
fame Paffion, had givin ber Confenty and they were to be 
married within a Month. Bat tobe foort, after {ome difeourfe 
I left ber, and happily met my Rival in a privase Field 3 
told bim our Circwnfiances, and endeavoured to difputehim 
our of her; bur when that would nor do, I drew, and rol him 
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be muft fight me, or quit bic pretenfions to ber ; we fought, F 
swounded and difarm'd him, but gavevhim his Life, which be 
vequited with (urrendring bis Right imber to me ; be quitting 
her without difcovering the Reafons, openly courted her, and 
Gained her Parents Confent, and am now in Expectation of 
the happy day. ——- And now Gentlemen I would know of 
you : 

1. Whether there is or can be fuch a thing as Platonic Love? 

2. Whether U did ill in fighting my Rival, fince without 
it we had all 3 been made milerable ? Fa! 

Anjw. Plato was firnam'd $<iG@-, becaufe of his know- 
ledge in Divinity, and abftracted Speculations. <Ariftorle 
was his Scholar, and by reaion of his acute knowledge 
in material things, he was call'd yaiG@, he being a 
Succeflor of Plato, and envious of his Keputation, out 
of {corn call’d all abitraéted Notions. Platonic, which 
foon got an jl] Reputation being ufed asa Jeft, th6 to 
truth Arifforle was the Fool in that, and Plato the. wife 
main, as may be feen by comparing their Morals toge- 
ther. The word Platonick yet keeps up its abuted 
Sence, and Cuftom gives us a ridiculous Notion of it. 
The Idea that we have of it now is moftly confin'd to 
an uncommon Love, viz, That betwixt two different 
Sexes, which if it had been between two of the lame 
Sex, might be well exprefs’d by the Term of Friendfhip. 
That there is fuch a thing, we have fevera! Inftances to 
convince us; the lateft 1n print is to be found in the 
Gentlemans Journal for the Iaft Month, exprefs'd by a 
Copy of Verfes writ by a Pilatonick Gentleman a little 
before the death of his Miftrefsand himfelf: The Verles 
were thefe. 


Since Love hath kindled in our Eyes 
A chalt and holy Fire, 

It were a Sin ‘ftheu or I 
Shou'd let this Flame expire. 


What thé our Bodies never meet, 
Love's Fuc?’s more Divine, 

The fixt Stars by their twinkling greee, 
And yet they never joyn. 


Falfe Meteors who ftill change their place 
Tho’ they feem fair and bright, 

Yet whenthey covet to embrace, 
Fall down and lofe their Light. 


If thou perceive thy Flame decay, 
Come light thy Eyes at mine, 

And when E fee! mine fade away 
I'll take freth Fires at thine. 


Thus when we fhall preierve from watt 
The Flames of our defires, 

No Veltals fhall maintain more chaft 
Nor more immortal Fires. 


Thofe that have a mind to know the whole Story, 
and the fatal etfeéts this Copy of Verfes had on’em both, 
may coniule the faid Journal. 

Auf{w. 2. Yes certainly, we are forbidden to do 11] that 
good may come of it ; ‘tis an ill at co affault any per- 
fon, except in ones juft defence, and a degree of Mur- 
der. We wifh you as much happinefs in your Marri- 
age as you promife your felf, but we don’t underftand 
how any Gentleman can loie his right to any thing be- 
caufe another hes a longer Sword. 

Queft. 5. A Young Widow, and her deceafed Husbands 
Brother bave ingroffed into their only hands a confiderable 
and beneficial Trade, to prevent its fbreading into more 
hands, bave a mind to marry together, encouraged by feveral 
Profidents of [uch Marriages in the fame County. To that 
purpoje they bave confulted fome of their own Cafuifts, ( Dif- 
{enters from the Church of England) who tell them that it 
ino where forbidden in the Word of God, and therefore no 
Sin, #6 appears by Chrifts Anfwer Mat. 8.22. to the Sad- 
duces Queftion, wherein he reproves not the Woman for mar- 
rying the 7 Brothers one after another. Likewife that althé 
this Widow has 4 Daughter living, it being no Male Heir, fhe 
may marry ber decetfed Husbands Brorher,to raife him an Heir. 


The matter vegiires your [peedy An{wer, or elle it may 
come too late: If you think it lawful, by what Law, and 
for what Reafon: Flt think it not l, in what places 
of Scripture %s it forbidden. Include allo in your An{wer ty 
what Statute it is prohibited, and what is the Penalty ; 
likewife what punifhmant can the Ecclefiaftical Court inflit 
on the Parties fo marrying ? and whether the late AQ for Li- 
berty of Confeience doth not hinder the Ecclefiaftical Court from 
profecuting the Parties fo married ? 

Anfw. This is a very perplext Cafe, but it appears 
tous to beabfolutely unlawful, from Lev. 20. 21. If 4 
man (hall take bis Brothers Wife, it is an unclean thing, he 
hath uncovered bts Brothers Nakednefs, they fhall be childlefs. 
This is the general Rule laid down, and there’s bur one 
Exception, to wit, if a Brother dye without Iflue, then 
the fecond Brother is oblig’d to raife up Iffue (if hecan) 
to his dead Brother ; and that this was not only meane 
of a Natural Brother, but the next Male of kin, is plain 
from the paflage of Roz> and Ruth. Now the Exception 
from this General Ruie iuppofes only a want of Iffue, 
and not a Male exprefly, andtheretore it appenrs to us, 
that a Daughter invalidates =he Exception, and that the 
firft General Rule ftands i» force. But we fhal] conficer 
further of this Micter, aud ina little time give our Jude- 
ment upon the whole. As to the latter part of the Que- 
ftions, they ought not to be anfwered before it be deter- 
min d whether the aét it felf be lawful or not. 


Gq The Queftions concerning Adam, period fet tothe 
Life of Man,fuppofititious writings mentioned by Du. 
pin, unan{wer’d Papers fent co the Ravex in the Poul- 
trey, Olim Roma tuos, Diameter of a Circle, Area ot 
an Oblique angled plain Triangle, Hiftory of the 4- 

theneaus,Tacitus,8cc. thal] be all anfwer'd next S.tur. 


a@ The Double Defcent, A Poem, is pub- 
lifht this Morning. Printed for Soba 
Dunton at the Ravenin the Poultrey. 


Adbertrfements. 


Hat bonght of the late Undertaker of the Works of 
the Learned his right to a Monthly Journal of Books, 
the faid Journal will be now carried on by a London D;- 
vine, (under the Title of The compleat Library, or News jor 
the Ingenious, 8c.) who will continue it morthly, begin- 
ning with this prefent Mzy..—This Journal isto confilt of 
9 Sheets, 3 whereof will be allorced for original Pieces, 
the other 4 for Hiftorical Accounts of the choiceft Books 
printed in England, and inthe Foreign Journals, and the 
remaining 2 are to contain Notes on the memorable pai- 
fages happening monthly, as alfo the State of Learning 
in the World ; this will be the Authors con{tant method, 
which he is obliged to profecute for feveral juft and 
weighty reafons, gc. — At the end of every fix months 
there will be adtled to this New Journal 2 Alphabetical 
Tables, one of the Books, and the other of the Matters.— 
In the firit FOHWRNAL will be inferted an Original Piece 
concerning the integrity and purity of the Hebrew Bible. 


es He Hiftory of the Athenian Society, for refol- 
ving al] nice and curious Queftions, by a Gen- 
tleman who got fecret Intelligeuce of their whole Pro- 
ceedings. To which is prefixt teveral Poems written by 
Mr. Tate, Mr. Motteux, Mr. Richardfon, and others. In this 
Hiftory you have an account of the Novelty, Advantage, 
Inventor and Occafion of this ufeful Undertaking ; the 
Difficulties that attend it ; the Noble daring of the frit Au- 
thor, with a particular account of the reft. The Reafons 
why this Soctety affumed the Title of Athenian : The Pro- 
egrets, Methods and Performances of the Society when 
eftablifht ;a profpeét of what the }World is iuddenly to 
expect from it, and likewiie what it has reafon to hope 
for hereafter, with feveral other particulars. This Hiftory 
is printed on the fame fize wichthe Atheaian Mercury, that 
it might bind up with the Entire fet for the Year 91. 
Sold by Richard Baldwin in Warwick-lane, and by mot 
Bookfellers in Loudon and is eftminjfer. price 1s. 
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